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SUPPLEMENTAL 
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents " 

P.O. Box 1450 S m 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 ° =*= O 

| 5 m 

Dear Sir: r- r*o ^ 

§ S O 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted: ^ 

X Under 37 CFR § 1 .97(b) before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the 
merits. 

Under 37 CFR § 1 .97(c) together with either: 

a statement under 37 CFR § 1 .97(e), or 

a fee under 37 CFR §1.1 7(p) 

(after the 37 CFR § 1.97(b) time period, but before the mailing date of 
a final Action, a Notice of Allowance, or an action that otherwise 
closes prosecution). 

Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1): The undersigned states that each item 

of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three months prior to the filing of this information disclosure statement. 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure imposed by 37 CFR § 1 .56 to inform the 
Patent Office of all patents, publications, applications and other information known by 
Applicants or Applicants 1 representative that may be material to the examination of the 
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Information Disclosure Statement 
^ U.S. Appln. No. 09/687,464 

subject application, Applicants 1 representative hereby provides this Information Disclosure 
Statement that is prepared in accordance with 37 CFR §§ 1.97-1.98 and includes Form PTO- 
1449 with eleven (11) references listed as items AA-AK. 

Copies of the items listed on the attached Form PTO-1449 are enclosed. 

Concise Explanation of Relevance 

Items AJ and AK listed on the Form PTO-1449 are not in the English language. 

A concise explanation of the relevance of item AJ is in the form of a copy of a 
Japanese "Rejection of the Application" mailed on April 1, 2003, from a foreign patent office 
and issued in a counterpart foreign application for related U.S. application serial no. 
09/687,578 . filed October 13, 2000, which refers to the reference. The Japanese "Rejection 
of the Application" is listed as item AK and a copy is included herewith. An English- 
language translation of portions of the Japanese "Rejection of the Application" is also 
included herewith. 

In addition, item AJ includes an English-language Abstract. 

It is requested that the information provided herein be made of record in this 
application. 



FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 
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Attorney Docket No. 



72760 [00P290PS-US00] 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 


CITE NO. 


COPY NOT 
ENCLOSED 
PER 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(d) 


U.S. PATENT 
DOCUMENT 


NAME OF 
INVENTOR OR 
APPLICANT 


DATE OF 
ISSUANCE OR 
PUBLICATION 

(MM-DD- 
YYYY) 


CLASS 


SUB CLASS 


FILING DATE 
(if appropriate) 


PATENT, PUB., 
OR APP. NO. 


KIND 

CODE 
(if known) 




AA 




6,450,888 


Bl 


Takase et al. 


09/17/2002 






02/11/2000 




AB 




6,347,998 


Bl 


Yoshitomi 
et al. 


02/19/2002 






06/26/2000 




AC 




6,320,110 


Bl 


Ishikawa et al. 


11/20/2001 






08/14/2000 




AD 




6,177,624 


Bl 


Takahashi et al. 


01/23/2001 






08/03/1999 




AE 




5,919,047 




Sone 


07/06/1999 






02/24/1997 




AF 




5,859,380 




Anada 


01/12/1999 






05/14/1997 




AG 




5,684,259 




Horii 


11/04/1997 






09/09/1994 




AH 




5,491,297 




Johnson et al. 


02/13/1996 






01/05/1994 




AI 




5,315,057 




Land et al. 


05/24/1994 






11/25/1991 



FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 


CITE NO. I 


COPY NOT 
ENCLOSED 
PER 37 CFR 
§ 1.98(d) 


FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT 


DATE OF 
PUBLICATION 
(MM-DD-YYYY) 


CLASS 


SUB CLASS 


TRANSLATION 


YES 


NO 


COUNTRY 
OR OFFICE 
(two-letter 
code) 


DOCUMENT 
NO. 


KIND 
CODE 
(if known) 




AJ 




JP 


8-305356 


A 


11/22/1996 






X 

(Abstract 
only) 



























Co 



3r 



brm PTt)-^9 (Modified) 
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OTHER DOCUMENTS - NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


EXAMINER 
INITIALS* 


CITE 
NO. 


COPY NOT 
ENCLOSED 
PER 37 CFR § 
1.98(d) 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the 
item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue numbers), 
publisher, city and/or country where published. 




AK 




JAPANESE PATENT OFFICE; "Rejection of the Application"; Mailing No. 
101038; Mailing date April 1, 2003; 4 pages (including one-page English 
translation of portions). 



CO 

Ifc> o 



rn 
o 
rn 



o 

o 



Examiner 
Signature 




Date 

Considered 




♦EXAMINER: Initial if citation considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP §609. Draw line through citation if not in 
conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to the applicant. 



